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Do you have any regrets?
What are they?
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Ever since T was a child, I've wanted fo learn to fly
p/cmes. By the time I had my pf/of’s license,
T had also graa'uafe,d in e,ngine,e,rmg. So when T

T wish Td learred to play the piano when T
was younger . My children all take lessons,
and it they find some,fhing hard, T can't help

. ‘ ., 307L the opporfum 1‘\/ to work for an e,f’igif’ie,e,rfng
Fhem. The 3005{ ﬁ]mg s that one d‘a“/ T company in Australia, T was ove,rljoye,d. T# was my
learn to play the piano after all. My children a"re,amdob" But my Eng/ls/'a wash't 3000" anoug/‘a If
will be able fo feach me! on/\/ I had c.uorke,a" harder af Spe,akmg Eﬂg/rsh' I'm
Alfred faking an infensive course in English right now, but

a e 1 1 6 T wish T'd practiced more when T was af school.
p g Wwhen | finished iy college degree in William

Medicine, | had an oppartmnﬂﬁﬂ to work as .
' | was so busy studying whew [ was a

° a volunteerfor a medical tharity in Africa. But ; -
! / ; student that t didn't have timee to take
| was too nervows to leave home. l'm very ha,]bpy in i L L "
my jbb atthelocal haspaﬁtaé — but | wish l'd been st laesamns: (o [ i et S v

, , . ts, and it’s hard to get t
able to help ,beofble in other countries, too. SELL my parents a’m. SES L) ,0 get to see
) , themt bld public transportation. | have a
there’s atrmyg time to volunteer when | retire!

re ret S | ‘ good job and emeotcgh movey to buiy a cay
Anne , o
° nwow. If only Ud taken driving lessons
earlier!
Emily
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Find the regrets.

N 1"d learned to play the piano when | was younger.
y | had worked harder at speaking English!

N I'd practiced more when | was at school.

n I'd been able to help people in other countries, too.

y I'd taken driving lessons earlier!
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Are these sentences in

a) Present  b) past c) future  d)Pastand Present

WIS
fon
WIS
but |

If only I'c

N 1°d learned to play the piano when | was younger.
y | had worked harder at speaking English!

N1
WIS

practiced more when | was at school.
N I'd been able to help people in other countries, too.

taken driving lessons earlier!
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v | wish _to play the piano when | was younger

Answer the questions below.

1.Can he play the piano right now?
2.Did he learn to play piano when he was younger?
3.Is he regretful right now?
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GRAMMAR: I wish .../If only ... Student grammar review page W97

5 Complete the sentences from the text about past regrets.

1 1 didn't learn to play the piano.
| wish _Id learned to play the piano.
2 | wasn't able to help people in other countries.

| wish to help people in other countries.
3 | didn't work hard at speaking English.

If only at speaking English.
4 | didn't practice enough when | was at school.

| wish more when | was at school.
5 | didn't take driving lessons.

If only driving lessons earlier.
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GRAMMAR: | wish .../If only ... Student grammar review page W97

5 What regrets do these people have? Say sentences with
| wish .../If only ... Compare in pairs.

‘ 1 I didn't go to college.] ‘ 2 | didn't write a book.J 3 was too rervous to apply]
for my dream job.

If only/I wish I'd gone to college.

| 4 1 didn't want to travel. J ‘ 5 | didn't become a teacher.] ‘ 6 Nobody helped me-J

T
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6 Look at the pictures. What are the people thinking? Use | wish .../If only ...
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What do you reqret?

I really wish I'd learned how to ...

If only I'd

®
I should never have givenup ... I a | k I n g ro u pS
[ ]

Sometimes I think I should have

I wish I'd studied

Sometimes I really regret

If only my parents had

I wish I'd been more

(your idea)
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OK, YOU o  ONLY
'5 HAVE 3 WISHES 7 ?ﬁwéﬁ:s
= A s his wish in the
B | 2. Present
" g |
€

IWISH =
> YOU o RO
WEREBAD @ ©—
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IS his wish in the

b.
C.
d.

Past
-uture
Present and past
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EEEl . . . Wishes about the present - wish ¢ J'cl¢[

If only / | wish + simple past

Example:

If only | knew how to use a computer. (I don't know how to use a computer and | would like to
learn how to use it)

| wish | had more money.

p———
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You wish for a new job in another city.

You wish to start your own business. Mak|ng W|SheS abOUt
the present.

You wish to be fluent in Japanese.
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m\We can express a wish about the future ™
using:

mwish + object + would + bare infinitive.

.@ | wish it would stop raining soon. | have
% to walk to work.

7
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If you have a wish but your family doesn't agree with you,
what should you do?
Do you have any strange wishes?
Why are wishes very important to people?
Do you really want all your wishes to come true?
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Student A: you are an interviewer.
Ask your partner about his/her past (decisions, mistakes,
etc.)

Student B: you are a retired person. (doctor, teacher, babysitter, etc.)

2
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Make a presentation.
What wishes do you have for your country?
For your family members?
For your classmates?
For your roommates?

2
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